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FAB Meeting #13 05/09/2019, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Morris Koppelman Center (774 Saratoga Ave)  
 

Attendance: 
● 5 UB backbone staff (Dionne Grayman, David Harrington, Kassa Belay, Jason Ludwig, 

Danielle Augustine) 
● Maritza Walters, B4B consultant 
● 13 FAB members 

 
Objectives: 

● Discuss Family Co-Op book selection and collect feedback  
● Revisit Books for Brownsville project and collect feedback on design 
● Introduce Maritza Walters, Books for Brownsville consultant 
● Vote on joining Strive Together 
● Share update on Learning Landscapes character design 

 
Takeaways: 

● FAB members voted unanimously to join Strive Together 
● FAB members articulated clear criteria that would make books good fit for inclusion in 

Brownsville literacy programming 
 

 
Icebreaker: Book Selection 

● Meeting attendees reviewed a selection of children books to brainstorm criteria for 
selecting books for Family Co-Op and/or Books for Brownsville. 

● Everyone shared one reason why their book would be a good fit. Criteria for choosing 
books included: 

○ Books that reminded parents of those they read as a child 
○ Books that taught children about city life 
○ Bilingual books that help children learn new languages 
○ Books that teach unconditional love 
○ Books that teach about food and nutrition 
○ Books that are part of a series that children can follow 
○ Books that include additional activities (i.e. links for further online learning) 
○ Books that feature characters and role models “who look like my child” 
○ Books that teach children self confidence, and how brave they already are 
○ Books by Brooklyn-based writers 
○ Books that teach children how to express their emotions in a variety of settings  
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Family Co-op Reservation 

● Family Co-Op Registration is now open on the UB Website: http://bit.ly/familycoop2019 
○ 3 different sites, with up to 15 families each 
○ Goal is to expand on FAB members’ networks to reach and enroll families who 

feel socially isolated 
 

Books for Brownsville Roundtables 
● Introduction of Project Consultant: Maritza Walters  

○ Family Roundtable: Wednesday, 5/15 from 6-9pm, GJC 
○ Professional Roundtable: Thursday, 5/23  from 1-4pm, GJC 

● Goals of Books for Brownsville: 
○ To gather wisdom/expertise about how families in Brownsville are already 

supporting their children’s language development and pre-literacy and 
where they could use support.  

○ This information will inform a hyper-local, strength-based service provider 
training and a tipsheet for Brownsville families. This strength-based 
approach to language development contrasts sharply with deficit-based 
ones, such as the 30 Million Word Gap 

● Books for Brownsville Origin story:  
○  B4B began with a conversation about the Reach Out and Read 

program--but seeks to build on local strengths and practices in order to 
translate the lived experience of families in Brownsville into expertise. 

○ At an early PAT meeting in September, PAT members critiqued the Hart & 
Risley “30 million word gap” study as being deficit-based, debunked in the 
years since it was created, and not truly valuing or reflecting the ways 
families may actually be supporting children’s early language and literacy 
development. 

○ The idea for Books for Brownsville arose out of this conversation and the 
question, What would it look like if we started, not with how families are 
failing to support children’s early literacy, but with what they are doing 
well? This would require a roundtable to learn about families’ practices. 

● Meeting Attendees reviewed the two categories of prompts for the upcoming 
Family and Professional roundtables and devised questions they would like to 
hear discussed at the roundtables. 

○ Prompt 1: What are the ways that families in Brownsville talk, read, sing, and 
otherwise engage with their children to support language development and 
preliteracy?  
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○ Prompt 2: How can professionals working in Brownsville better support families 
around preliteracy and language development? 

○ FAB Meeting #13 Family Roundtable Suggested Questions 
 

Update on Strive Together 
● FAB previously voiced 3 concerns about joining Strive Together: 

○ How will UB benefit from joining the network? 
○ Will Strive Together offer opportunities and resources for the FAB? 
○ Will UB lose its identity by joining a national network of organizations? 

● After speaking with Strive Together representatives, KB and DH reported back: 
○ There is no community in StriveTogether just like UB that has resident 

leadership. 
○ FAB should be part of Strive’s professional development and other opportunities, 

whether online or through travel. 
○ Commitment: Trainings UB staff attend will be made available to FAB members. 

Potential capacity building opportunities of FAB members include: 
■ Results-Based Facilitation Workshops 
■ Impact and Improvement Networks - peer learning about improvement 

work and methods  
■ Topic-Based Convenings - e.g collaborative action and equity or 

social-emotional learning 
● FAB members voted unanimously to join Strive Together 

 

Learning Landscapes Character Design Feedback 
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Overall scores and qualitative feedback reflect ambivalence from PAT and FAB 
to existing character designs 

○ General Sentiment: “We need to consider more options.” UB has 
contracted graphic designers to come up with Brownsville-specific 
Character concepts 

● UB has contracted 3 Brooklyn-based illustrators of color to create new character 
concepts. UB will post all of those online for PAT/FAB feedback and voting. 

○ There will be two in-person character selection sessions at 1pm and 6pm 
on Wed 5/22 at the Greg Jackson Center. 

 
FAB One Year Retreat and Celebration 

● Where: Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
● When: Saturday, June 1 from 9am-2pm 
● Additional Details: 

○ Childcare, Breakfast & Lunch provided 
○ Free Transportation (Bus) 

■ 8:30 am departure; 519 Rockaway Ave 2:30 pm return; Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum 

Reality Check Evaluation 
 
This was the second highest-rated FAB meeting to date. There was strong positive 
feedback for the conversations and activities about literacy, particularly choosing 
children’s books to share with the group and identifying criteria that would make a book 



 

good for Books for Brownsville or the Family Co-Op. Members liked contributing directly 
to the curriculum and programming for UB activities the way they did during this 
meeting, and also felt positive about the decision to join Strive Together and to vote on 
new designs for Learning Landscapes.

 

 


