
 

Family Advisory Board #21 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

The Morris Koppelman Center 
6:00pm - 8:00pm 

 

Attendance  

● 3 UB backbone staff (Kassa Belay, Danielle Augustine, Amelia Thompson) 
● 17 FAB members  
● 1 Prospective FAB member 

Objectives 

1. Share Discover Together Brownsville and professional development updates 
2. Review FAB Fellowship Opportunity  
3. Discuss FAB Leadership at LC meeting to identify updates and areas of support to 

discuss 
4. Revisit Shane’s Inspiration Playground to discuss continuing the partnership 

Meeting Takeaways 

● FAB members signed up for Learning Landscape Launch and Leadership Council 
meeting activities 

● UB will review FAB analysis of Leadership Council (LC) profiles to select areas of 
support LC members can assist with  

● The FAB voted to continue partnering with Shane’s Inspiration on an inclusive 
playground in Brownsville.  

Potential FAB Member Interview  

● Why do you want to become a FAB member? The prospective FAB member wants to 
expand local networks where she can socialize and engage with neighbors to help her 
community. 

● How would you describe Brownsville? The prospective FAB member  has been living 
in Brownsville for the past six years and spoke of the community positively. She and her 
children travel a lot via the MTA. 

● Does your work impact children in Brownsville? The prospective FAB member has 
been a volunteer at SCO. She is on the policy council Morris Koppelman Early 
Childhood Center and has participated in book and bake sales.  

● The FAB requests more men be invited to join the FAB.  
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News and Updates 

● Excel training narrowed down to two dates: Thursday, January 16th, 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
and Wednesday, January 29th, 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  

o Times for trainings have been chosen from majority vote via a poll.  
o There have not been additional dates offered but UB will speak with Atiba 

Edwards, who is conducting the training, after the first sessions to determine if 
additional trainings will be offered.  

o UB will share an email with FAB members by the 13th to confirm who among the 
FAB has signed up for which dates. 

● Discover Together: Brownsville 
o Books for Brownsville 

▪ 20 providers across the two cohorts have participated 
▪ 14 organizations have participated 
▪ 60 gift bags have been distributed 
▪ 6 nooks deployed 

o Family Co-Op: Third Site: Riverdale Avenue Community School launching 
January 10th (7 caregivers and 13 children participating) 

▪ Upcoming visits for participants 
● Miriam Robertson, the Heritage House  
● The Lullaby Project, Carnegie Hall  

▪ Upcoming field trips for participants (this list reflects  trip ideas that were 
previously generated by the FAB) 

● The Greg Jackson Center 
● Belmont Ave Fabric Store 
● Farmer’s Market 
● Betsey Head Park 

● Learning Landscapes  
o Cherry Valley 

▪ Signage Installation  
● Tuesday, January 21st at 11:00 am 
● 5 FAB members requested 

▪ Employee Training 
● Tuesday, January 21st at 12:30 pm 
● 2 FAB members and one Spanish translator needed 

o Food Bazaar 
▪ Signage Installation 

● Tuesday, January 28th at 9:30 am 
● 5 FAB members requested 

▪ Employee Training 
● Wednesday, January 29th at 12:00 pm and 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
● 2 FAB members requested and one Spanish translator needed 

o Summer launch 
▪ Limited FAB attendance at the Food Bazaar launch due to space 

constraints. An official celebration will take place later in the calendar year 
(recommended for July 2020).  
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▪ The summer celebration will be designed as a large event and can be 
attended by the full FAB and their families.  

o Social Media 
▪ FAB encouraged to share their experiences and take photos of the 

grocery stores online 

FAB Fellowship Opportunity 

● FAB Fellowship Application has been shared. Interested members are encouraged to 
apply  by January 10th at 5:00 pm. All responses will be shared with the FAB without 
identifying information to honor the blind interview process agreed to by the FAB. 

● FAB members suggested recruiting an intern to help with social media posting and offer 
support to the FAB Fellow (the Brownsville Justice Center may be able to offer an 
intern). 

Leadership Council Meeting Planning 

● Gathering of 17 executives representing nonprofits and city agencies that work in 
Brownsville. The Leadership Council helps UB access resources but is not responsible 
for decision making. 

● FAB is invited to co-facilitate the meeting, participate and give updates at the meeting. 
● Meeting will be an opportunity for the Leadership Council to learn about future funding 

priorities for NYC from UB’s main funder, RobinHood. 
o Recent and past work that should be shared with the Leadership Council 

▪ UB’s process to develop and execute projects such as Books for 
Brownsville, the Family Co-Op and Learning Landscapes  

▪ Exposure and opportunity for FAB members through UB 
o The Zero to Three conference offered a “life-changing” learning 

experience for two FAB members who attended.  One FAB 
member who attended commented on the need for more fathers in 
early childhood dev. 

o Also, the conference provided insights into the approach of other 
organizations and helped to put into perspective UB’s unique 
approach. 

▪ FABas gatekeepers of the Brownsville community 
o For example, Shane’s Inspiration’s interest in working in 

Brownsville demonstrates how the FAB is essential for external 
organizations to consult with before starting a project in 
Brownsville.  

▪ Strengths-based approach to demand for and access to data 
o FAB and UB desire to access and analyze data and design 

responses to improve early intervention and other services in 
Brownsville.  

o Interest in data is not to alienate the NYC Department of 
Education or other City agencies, but instead data further 
highlights the opportunities for improvement that can come from 
UB’s work. 

▪ Professional Development 
o FAB has a desire for more information related to supporting UB’s 

professional development needs like  the Excel training. 
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o Upcoming work that should be shared with the Leadership Council 
▪ Upcoming Learning Landscapes launches 
▪ Information about Shane’s Inspiration interest in designing an inclusive 

park in Brownsville 
▪ Attendance by  local elected officials at UB meetings 
▪ Goal to open more Family Co-Ops (the FAB has an interest in asking 

the Leadership Council for support for this effort)  
o Leveraging underutilized space: Project was designed out of a 

recognition of need to leverage underutilized space in Brownsville 
o Scaling: Expanding UB’s model to other communities  

● Review and analysis of Leadership Council profiles 
o Health: Dr. Torian Easterling; Deputy Commissioner at NYC Department of 

Health and Mental Hygiene 
▪ May be able to help with having more health providers in the community; 

providing health information to parents; and helping reduce family wait 
time in medical facilities 

o Health: Lidiya Ledniyak; Assistant Commissioner, Bureau of Early Intervention at 
NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

▪ May be able to help with providing clarity on how to gain access to data 
o Business Community/Economic Development: Matt Klein; Executive Director 

of NYC Center for Economic Development 
▪ May be able to help develop workforce training; provide clarity on how to 

make services more accessible to the public; identify a staff member who 
can work on a project related to answering questions around usability of 
data 

o Education: Josh Wallack; Deputy Chancellor of Early Childhood and Enrollment, 
NYC Department of Education 

▪ May be able to help launch more Family Co-Ops next fall; help design 
programmatic ideas to benefit families during the winter so they do not 
have to leave Brownsville to find family activities and programs; help UB 
become more effective through connecting UB to some of the DOE’s 
existing programs such as 3-K  

o Advocacy/Research: Maryanne Schretzman; Executive Director, NYC Center 
for Innovation and Data Intelligence (CIDI) 

▪ May be able to help with the FAB’s desire to access early intervention 
data; and help access more data classes and/or professional development 
opportunities at Brooklyn College  

Shane’s Inspiration Playground 

● Responding to Shane’s Inspiration recent update email 
o The FAB expressed concerns that this process reminds them of the way 

disenfranchised communities have been treated and felt they were presented 
with a “no other option” scenario with the Osborn Park proposal. 

o Via email, Shane’s Inspiration shared that it has no allegiance to Osborne Park 
and is committed to working with the FAB to identify a park that is more 
conducive to the FAB’s vision for a favorable inclusive park site. Shane’s 
Inspiration is willing to wait until the FAB identifies a park that can be approved 
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by the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation.  Also, the FAB may consider a 
park that is adjacent to a community center with a public restroom.  

▪ The FAB would like a rationale for the bathroom requirement and to better 
understand why funding for the inclusive bathroom is so limited given the 
high cost associated with building one. 

o Currently there are seven playgrounds in Brownsville and three 
have bathrooms. 

o The bathroom requirement is likely tied to the inclusive nature of 
the park that would be developed through this effort. 

o The FAB is also interested in finding a park near a bathroom that 
is less expensive to renovate. 

o Based on their response, the FAB is interested in continuing to partner with 
Shane’s Inspiration toward selecting a favorable park site for an inclusive 
playground in Brownsville.  

o As a follow-up to the December meeting, the FAB contacted Councilwoman 
Alicka Ampry-Samuel who has been invited to remain engaged and will be 
included in opportunities to garner support for this project. FAB notes the 
importance of remembering the lengthy process associated with acquiring City 
Council funding. 

Next steps 

● FAB proposed raising the need for more funding at the Leadership Council meeting. 
● The FAB will return to its goal of visiting the parks in Brownsville. These visits will help 

inform the criteria for a favorable park choice. 
● UB may consider asking Citizens Committee to create a map of Brownsville for the 

purpose of identifying and visiting parks for an Inclusive Playground project. 
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