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PAT Meeting #11 05/03/2019, 1-3pm 
Greg Jackson Center HUB Space (519 Rockaway Ave)  

 
Attendance: 

● 4 UB backbone staff (David Harrington, Danielle Augustine, Kassa Belay, Jason Ludwig) 
● Maritza Walters--Books for Brownsville Consultant 
● 3 FAB members 
● 20 PATmembers 

 
Objectives: 

● Share update on Learning Landscapes character design 
● Revisit Books for Brownsville project and collect feedback on design 
● Introduce Maritza Walters- Books for Brownsville consultant 
● Review newly acquired local Early Intervention data 

○ PAT asked to consider what theories and questions these data raise from their 
programs’/organizations’ perspective  

 
Meeting Takeaways 

1. In order to consider more options for Learning Landscapes character design, UB has 
contracted graphic designers to come up with Brownsville-specific Character concepts 

2. PAT members are interested in pursuing ways of increasing rates of evaluation for 
children once referred to EI in Brownsville (the referral to evaluation drop off) 

 
Learning Landscapes Character Design Feedback 

 



 
 

 
 

 
● Overall scores and qualitative feedback reflect ambivalence from PAT and FAB 

to existing character designs 
○ General Sentiment: “We need to consider more options.” UB has 

contracted graphic designers to come up with Brownsville-specific 
Character concepts 
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Books for Brownsville  
● Introduction of Project Consultant: Maritza Walters  

○ Family Roundtable: Wednesday, 5/15 from 6-9pm, GJC 
○ Professional Roundtable: Thursday, 5/23  from 1-4pm, GJC 

● Goals of Books for Brownsville: 
○ To gather wisdom/expertise about how families in Brownsville are already 

supporting their children’s language development and pre-literacy and 
where they could use support.  

○ This information will inform a hyper-local, strength-based service provider 
training and a tipsheet for Brownsville families. This strength-based 
approach to language development contrasts sharply with deficit-based 
ones , such as the 30 Million Word Gap 

● Books for Brownsville Origin story: 
○ B4B began with a conversation about the Reach Out and Read 

program--but seeks to build on local strengths and practices in order to 
translate the lived experience of families in Brownsville into expertise. 

○ At an early PAT meeting in September, PAT members critiqued the Hart & 
Risley “30 million word gap” study as being deficit-based, debunked in the 
years since it was created, and not truly valuing the ways families may 
actually be supporting children’s early language and literacy development. 

○ The idea for Books for Brownsville arose out of this conversation and the 
question, What would it look like if we started, not with how families are 
failing to support children’s early literacy, but with what they are doing 
well? This would require a roundtable to learn about families’ practices. 

● Meeting Attendees reviewed the two categories of prompts for the upcoming 
Family and Professional roundtables and devised questions they would like to 
hear discussed at the roundtables. 

○ Prompt 1: What are the ways that families in Brownsville talk, read, sing, and 
otherwise engage with their children to support language development and 
preliteracy?  

○ Prompt 2: How can professionals working in Brownsville better support families 
around preliteracy and language development? 

○ PAT Meeting #11 Family Roundtable Suggested Questions 
● Feedback to Roundtable Prompts: Meeting attendees found that the prompts 

captured what they were interested in learning in terms of family strengths and 
information useful to their practices 

 
Early Intervention Data 

● Review of EI Service Pipeline: 
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○ Federal entitlement for 0-3 year-olds managed by the State of NY, locally 

through NYC DOHMH 
○ Parents not required to use; does not pass on data to other programs 

without consent (e.g. CPSE, Pre-K, or K-12 schools) 
○ Goal: Get as many eligible kids enrolled as early as possible 

● UB Received Brownsville-specific data about the Early Intervention program from 
the Department of Health 

 

 
● Disparities between rate of referral for African American children compared to other 

ethnicities/races both at City and local level. Hispanic children referred to EI is 
comparable to rate of white children at City level but over-represented in referrals at local 
level compared to City level 

● PAT Questions/Comments about Rates of Referral: 
○ Is it possible to get a breakdown of referral sources? 
○ Important to note that premature births are automatically referred to EI 
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● Black and Hispanic children have a lower rate of evaluation for EI in Brownsville 

compared to City wide 
● PAT Questions/Comments about Percentage of Brownsville children 

referred who are evaluated: 
○ PAT members commented on the difficult/sensitive nature of the 

evaluation questionnaires--this often deters parents from pursuing EI 
services. 

○ Stigmas surrounding EI--particularly its associations with CPSE (linked to 
tracking children for special education and subsequent disciplinary 
ramifications such as an association with higher rates of suspension for 
students with IEPs) and Child Welfare--also often acts as a deterrent for 
parents 
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● Black and Hispanic children have a low(er) rate of evaluation for EI once referred in 

Brownsville and at Citywide level 
● PAT Questions/Comments about Percentage of NYC and Brownsville 

children referred who are evaluated: 
○ Shortage of Spanish-speaking evaluators contributes to this issue 
○ Since EI is oriented as a home visiting service, the stigmatization of 

Brownsville may also be deterring Therapists/Evaluators from coming to 
the neighborhood 

○ Is it possible to find data on the average waiting time between referral and 
evaluation? It is possible that children are aging out during this time. 

■ Foster parents face additional delays in receiving evaluations  
○ Special Educators can become EI Evaluators  

 
● EI Data discussion Wrap-up: What stands out? What’s missing? Where are 

PAT members most interested in following up on? 
○ What is the average age of referrals? 
○ Is data available on the number of children evaluated who are deemed 

eligible for EI? 
○ PAT members interested in pursuing ways of increasing rates of 

evaluation for children once referred to EI in Brownsville (the referral to 
evaluation drop off) 

 
Next Steps: PAT Early Intervention Take-Away 
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● Meeting attendees received a take-home packet with full EI data and questions 
to discuss with EI-facing staff at their organizations  

● UB invited EI central staff and outreach staff to attend some upcoming meetings 
with an eye towards identifying projects to improve EI pathways in Brownsville. 

● UB requested that By May 24th, PAT Members … 
○ Along with other staff from their programs who deal with EI, review 

take-home packet and submit to Slack at least 1 question/observation they 
would like to bring to EI staff and the PAT.  

 
 
 
Reality Check Evaluation 
 
This was the highest-rated PAT meeting to date. Notable are the highmarks for next 
steps and decision-making along with the high marks for having the opportunity to share 
views and ask questions. From the written comments, members noted that they found it 
valuable to have the opportunity to examine Early Intervention (EI) data and ask 
questions about EI processes and what the data might be saying about early child 
development and services in Brownsville. 
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